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Synopsis

We hear the voices of the early Church Fathers even today. Their teachings, their guidance, their
insights, and their sacrifice shaped the Catholic Church. They defined the canon of Scripture. They
developed our creeds and forms of worship. They defined Christianity’s distinctive moral sense.But
who were they? What can we learn from their ancient teachings? What can the Fathers teach the
21st century - about holiness, culture, faith, and the Gospel.This is the definitive resource for
anyone interested in learning about the Church Fathers and their legacy. Ideal for RCIA, catechists,
clergy, as well as lay Catholics who want to learn more about the great teachers of early
Christianity.In this new and extensively updated Third Edition, you'll find:New! Twenty Church
Fathers never before covered in this seriesNearly 75 more pages of information on the early
Church!New! Many poets of ancient Christianity, whose hymns we still sing today.An extensively
revised introductionThe Mothers of the Church and their impactResearch-friendly references and

citations, topical index, timeline, and detailed bibliography
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Customer Reviews

We hear the voices of the early Church Fathers even today. Their teachings, their guidance, their
insights, and their sacrifice shaped the Catholic Church. They defined the canon of Scripture. They
developed our creeds and forms of worship. They defined Christianity’s distinctive moral sense.But
who were they? What can we learn from their ancient teachings? What can the Fathers teach the

21st century - about holiness, culture, faith, and the Gospel.This is the definitive resource for



anyone interested in learning about the Church Fathers and their legacy. Ideal for RCIA, catechists,
clergy, as well as lay Catholics who want to learn more about the great teachers of early
Christianity.In this new and extensively updated Third Edition, you’ll find: New! Twenty Church
Fathers never before covered in this seriesNearly 75 more pages of information on the early
Church!New! Many poets of ancient Christianity, whose hymns we still sing today.An extensively
revised introductionThe Mothers of the Church and their impactResearch-friendly references and

citations, topical index, timeline, and detailed bibliography

This reference book arrived on time and in excellent condition. It is an excellent source of reference
material about the early founders of the Christian religion during a time when Latin was the
dominate language for both speaking and writing. My background is with the Protestant faith, and
these are my early Church Fathers long befoe Luther's Reformation and the birth of Protestantism.
The study of these early leaders has helped me immensely in Bible Study Classes. | am thankful for

finding this reference.

Really an excellent series that gives the basis for so many of our Christian beliefs and traditions.

A well written commentary, enjoy to read, easely to understand and make connections. | will

recommend the book to everybody willing better understand the Bible and its message! Enjoy.

Excellent narrative about early church. It brings a perspective | never had (though a cradle Catholic)
as to the origins and Apostolic validity of Church liturgy. Also subapostolic testimony as to the
certainty of His Real Presence in the Eucharist is a wonderful faith-affirming experience. Thorough

and well researched.

This volume is giving me insight into the early church that | could not otherwise have had. | have

gained a deeper and richer appreciation of my faith.

A great summary of the early church development. Useful in helping others interested in the faith.

provides material to answer questions, and keeping order to the learning process. Recommended

Excellent book for a church Bible study. | was able to give members an introduction to the Fathers

and point them to this book for an excellent lay-level exploration of the Fathers’ theology, situation,



etc.

Useful reference. Helpful in ordination studies,
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